In the early 1970s Ken Duncan started to think about forming an association to keep in contact with people who had served in Thailand as he himself had with SEATO, or those who had a particular interest in Thailand.  He was encouraged by Thai Ambassador Vivadh na Pombejra.
A list of those likely to be interested in an Australia Thailand Association (from SEATO, Foreign Affairs, and ANU) was drawn up and Ambassador Vivadh hosted a cocktail party to gauge support.  Soon afterwards the Australia Thailand Association was born, the inaugural meeting being held at the National Library on 4 July 1974.
Ken Duncan was the first president with John Barich and Des Barry respectively Secretary and Treasurer.  Ken Campbell (whose daughter Mary Ann Bandharangshi was Secretary of the Thai Australia Association in Bangkok and in the 1990’s President of the Association in Canberra) became Vice President. Group Captain Ray Barber was another enthusiast.  Ken Campbell and Baas Terweil (who had spent time in a monastery in Thailand) and Alan Eastman (the first Australian Consul General to Thailand following World War II) each held the presidency during the Association’s first 10-15 years.
The Association was honoured that Ambassador Vivadh and Sir Keith Waller had agreed to become patrons of the new association.  Sir Keith Waller continued until the 1980’s when Ray Cummins took over.
During the early years the committee included an Embassy staff member or spouse, the first being Mr Chawan Chawanid (who in the late 1990’s returned to Canberra as Ambassador), and a representative of the Thai Students’ Association, the first being Apinant Rothanavabhata, son of the Air Attaché.
Other members of the first committee were John Girling of ANU, Mrs Vera Thongyai, wife of the head of the Thai Commercial Office MR. Nabthong Thongyai and Joy Sobell (who was the Ambassador’s secretary at the Royal Thai Embassy Canberra) as Assistant Secretary.
Slide shows and talks on Thailand were among the first activities. One of the very early ‘eating out’ functions, which might amuse members today, was a Thai dinner. After much planning it was decided to hold this at the Bowls Club in Forrest so that the Thai members of the Association could supply the food. The dinner was oversubscribed with optimistic members arriving without bookings. But they were not turned away. The Thai students also heard there was REAL Thai food on the menu so they descended on the function. Understandably the food ran out, resulting in a hurried visit to Manuka to buy barbecued chicken, there being no Thai restaurants in Canberra at that time. No one went hungry – although some were disappointed they had only everyday chicken for dinner.
